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POL A-PHUCA WATERFALL. 



Pol-a-Phuca or Poul-a-Phouka, situated near Rusbo- 
rough, county of Wicklow, is a remarkable waterfall formed 
by the ponderous and rapid descent of the whole body 
of the river LifFey. The name signifies " The Devil's or 
Daemon's Hole," it being an immense whirlpool whose 
depth has never yet been ascertained. The water is drawn 
by a suction, the power of which nothing can resist, to the 
edge of a craggy precipice, where the rocks are divided 
into several distinct falls, in the manner of a stair-case. The 
breadth of the opening through which the water falls is 
but forty feet, and the height of the entire, from the upper 
stage beyond the bridge to the lower level, about one hun- 
dred and eighty. The quantity of water is not generally 
sufficient to confer grandeur on the scene, but after rainy 
weather it presents a noble picture ; the mass of water 
is then considerable, and the fall of such a quantity over a 
declivity of this kind is a magnificent object ; the hoarse 
roaring of the cataract may be heard at a distance of some 
miles. The abyss into which the water is precipitated from 
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such a height exhibits the appearance of a frightful vortex, 
into which all bodies that came down the stream are at- 
tracted with astonishing force and velocity. The perpe- 
tual agitation of the water in this whirlpool, which is cir- 
cular, forms an eddy, which has been compared to the ce- 
lebrated Maelstrom, or " Navel of the Sea," off the coast 
of Norway — a phenomenon which no vessel dare approach, 
least the irresistible in-draught should bury the unfortu- 
nate navigators in an unfathomable abyss. 

Poul-a-Phuca bridge has been built of late years from 
the designs of Mr. Nimmo ; and consists of one Gothic 
or pointed arch, springing from rock to rock across the 
chasm through which the water rages. The span of the 
arch is sixty-five feet, and the key-stone is one hundred 
and eighty feet above the level of the river : there 
is a natural basin beneath the arch, in which it is said an 
unhappy tourist once met his fate, having fallen from the 
rock above. The property on one side of the glen belong* 
to the Earl of Miltown, and on the other to Colon*! 
Wolfe. 
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Poul-a-phuca lies on the left hand of the great road lead- 
ing from Blessington to Ballymore-Eustace. and is about 
half a mile to the south of Rusborough, the magnificent 
seat of the Earl of Miltown. This house, esteemed one 
of the most superb in the kingdom, was erected after a 
design of the celebrated Mr. Cassells.*- The front of the 
house and offices form an extensive facade of hewn stone 
— the colohade ornamented with pilastos of the Corinthian 
and Ionic orders, between which statues of* white marble 
are introduced. The whole range extends near seven 
hundred feet— all the apartments are spacious and ele- 
gantly furnished, and are enriched with a variety of splen- 
did and valuable paintings, worthy of a deliberate inspec- 
tion. 

Mr, Brewer, in . reference to this waterfall, says, "that 
this cataract is unquestionably the most picturesque and 
pleasing of any witn which we are acquainted in the 
county of Wicklow. The single burst of the fall at Pow- 
erscourt produces astonishment in an unusual degree, and 
many adjacent circumstances are truly attractive. But 
Poulaphuca does not depend "on a first impression for its 
influence over the feelings ; its charms give greater exer- 
cise to the imagination, and afford a variety of pictures, 
independent of the general display.'* R. A. 



a THE IRISH FARMER'S AND GARDENER'S 

MAGAZINE." 
There can be no question that Ireland is really in an 
improving condition. A few years since, by no effort that 
could be -made, was it found possible to support a single 
periodical of any description (with the exception of the 
mere ephemera of the day) beyond a second or third pub- 
lication. At present we have no less than five or six pe- 
riodicals, of various size and character, all bidding fair for a 
lengthened existence ; and all calculated to be use- 
ful in their various departments. Among them we consi- 
der there is none which so well deserves the attention 
of the gentlemen and farmers of Ireland as " The Irish 
Farmer's and Gardener's Magazine/' In no country is 
such a publication more wanting. Of many particulars re- 
lating to husbandry and the production of crops most fitted 
to the various soils to be met with throughout our island, 
the people of the country are sadly ignorant. We have in 
our own little work, from time to time, taken occasion to 
notice some of these ; and we now call the attention of 
the gentlemen of the country to the publication alluded 
to, in the hope that some of them may be induced to place 
it in the hands of their tenantry. It will promote a 
spirit of inquiry into the best practises and systems to be 
adopted, and prevent many errors into which ignorance 
new leads even some of our most extensive farmers. On 
the importance of landlords endeavouring by every possi- 
ble means to assist and encourage those who are residing 
on their estates or properties, we have more than once be- 
fore expressed our opinion. We are glad to find the sub- 
ject taken up in a spirited way by an intelligent contribu- 
tor to the magazine. 

" We may just observe, that an insurmountable barrier 
to the improvement of the lower classes of farmers, is their 
universal want of means. Nor is encouragement extended, 
as it should be, to those unfortunate occupiers of the soil. 
With a very few exceptions, this is the prevailing and sick- 
ening complaint. "Would our landlords attend to the real 
improvement of their tenantry, by affording them the 
means of improving their farms, and endeavour to enforce 
improved methods of husbandry— for it will take force to 
accomplish the object in view— their own rent-roll would 
soon feel the beneficial effects of such a practice ; and the 
altered condition of the now miserable and half-fed popu- 
lation, would surely be matter of gratification to every 
lover of his country. 

" Another fruitful source of misery is the system of short 
tenures, and of raising the rent in proportion to any im- 
provements which the tenant may make during the term 
>f his occupation. A strong, healthy, young man, 
With a small capital, may farm probably nine or ten acres 
of land to tolerably good purpose, for a number of years. 

*: : jfe Brewer says it was designed by Bindomthe friend of 
Swift. 



He may build a comfortable dwelling-house, and also some 
commodious offices. He may plant on any waste corner, 
and intersect his little farm with hedges of a useful and 
beautifying description ; and just when every improve- 
ment is beginning to shew off to most advantage, his lease 
will drop. He is then thrown on the mercy of his land- 
lord ; and it is not at all reckoned a bad trait in a land- 
lord's character, to charge only the value of the land as it 
lies : very well, he allows the tenant to remain, and get 
his farm as it was. It is not usual, however, to expect that 
he should get it at a sixpence below what it would let at 
to another ; and there is usually a person sent to value it, 
before the rent is charged. The farmer, of course, is dis- 
couraged from, making further improvements, is dissatisfied 
with his landlord, and ultimately loses that spirit of enter- 
prize which should animate every fanner who wishes to 
be successful in his business. 

" But whilst the destroyer is thus silently at work on the 
estates of some of our infatuated proprietors, it is with re- 
lieved and refreshed feelings that we turn to the estates of 
a few who have the comfort and welfare of their tenantry 
really at heart. We could point out some whose redeem- 
ing traits in this respect have given them a habitation and 
a name in the hearts of those who have little but the in- 
dulgence of their landlords to cheer them in their path of 
toil. There are some paTts of the county of Dowm in par- 
cular, to which my observations may be more particularly 
applied : and it may be just observed that there is no dif- 
ficulty' in pointing out the boundaries of the estates of such 
proprietors,* The writer of this article has a thousand 
times recognised the boundaries of the estates of different 
proprietors, from this circumstance alone. On the estate 
of the nobleman or gentleman who makes the comfort of 
his tenantry a matter of regard, how different is the ap- 
pearance from that of the heartless absentee, who makes 
the exaction of the utmost farthing that can be extracted 
from a broken down and exhausted peasantry, the sole and 
exclusive object of any communication he may have with 
them. On the former we may observe an air of rural neat- 
ness and comfort, whilst with the latter may be said to 
dwell carelessness and sloth, with all the melancholy cha- 
racteristics of neglect and want/' 

No doubt many errors remain to be corrected— the ruin- 
ous exportation of our cattle shouldbe restrained, and rack- 
rents, and short leases discontinued. Irish landlords will, 
it is to be hoped, be awakened to their real interest, and 
such obnoxious and destructive arrangements will be sup* 
pressed — in fact, it depends upon the landed proprietors 
to make their native country happy, powerful, and produc- 
tive, and we are certain that they wi" not Buffer a falla- 
cious, though immediate profit, to interfere with that radi- 
cal amelioration, which they can promote by merely con- 
suiting their own interest * 

We shall occasionally give short extracts on useful and 
interesting subjects, but would recommend the work itself 
to every agriculturist, who would wish to make the most 
of his land and labour. 

"OK THE FAILURE OF THE POl'ATO GAOI 1 . 

" In consequence of the general failure of potatoes this 
year, I give a few hints concerning them, which, I hope, 
may be acceptable. The failure is attributed to various 
reasons, but the true one is this, the generality of potatoes 
having been dug not only last but this year, before the 
stalks were withered, which was, of course, before the pro* 
duce was ripe, must account sufficiently for the frequent 
misses we see and hear of j as a quantity of any vegeta- 
ble , substance put into a heap as potatoes generally are, 
produces a certain fomentation which destroys the vege- 
tation for the following year. Potatoes may be dug when 
ripe, even before the stalks decay ,* but in this case they 
must be greened in the sun, not in heaps, but in layers ; 
this is only done for an earlier crop, as potatoes treated in 
this manner, if kept in a warm place, vegetate almost imme- 
diately. Potatoes planted early will produce more than 



We may just mention that the landholders referred to above 
are the Marquess Londonderry, Lord Downshire, Nicholas 
Price, Esq., of Saintiield House, and one or two others, who 
have always manifested a praiseworthy anxiety for the welfure 
and comfort of their tenantry. 



